
 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – December 19, 2017 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. in Room 102 of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Rochford.  Roll call was taken 

after the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence.  Mayor Rochford, 

Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Moscatelli were present along with the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and 

approve them as posted for the November 21, 2017 Commissioner Meeting.  

Commissioner Kasko seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously by 

the Commissioners. 

 

Ordinance 2017-12 was introduced for second reading, which adds a new Article, 

entitled Dog Owner Responsibility, to Code Chapter 69.  Mayor Rochford opened the 

Public Hearing on the ordinance and asked the Solicitor to explain.  The Borough 

Solicitor noted that this ordinance directs attention to the owner rather than the dog.  

He then reviewed what can happen when a dog bite occurs.  As for barking issues he 

noted that Chapter 69-20.1 covers that issue.  He noted that there has not been a ticket 

issued under that section for as long as he can remember. 

 

Julie Hughes, Colonial Ridge Drive, addressed the Commissioners and read the 

following statement into the minutes: 

 

“I would like to thank you for the vision to move forward in supporting the 

agreement between the Taffets, and my husband Brian, and me.  And for 

this I look forward to a safer New Year.  I would also like to thank you for 

your efforts in adopting the long overdue Irresponsible Dog Ownership 

statute for the Borough of Haddonfield.  As logic dictates responsibility is 

solely with the owner; not the victim, dog breed or number of dogs 

owned.  It is my hope that this statute will not result in further clutter of our 

courts, but become a deterrent for habitually careless dog owners who 

threaten our fortunate community.  And for this I am grateful.  Thank you 

and Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays.” 

 

Susanne LeFrankie-Principato, Hickory Lane, addressed the Commissioners and Borough 

Solicitor and read the following statement into the minutes: 

 

“My family and I sincerely thank you for showing the courage, leadership 

and vision required to pass this long overdue law.   

 

Although a number of jurisdictions have enacted similar legislation in other 

states, we believe the Irresponsible dog Owner ordinance being 

implemented here tonight is the first of its kind in New Jersey.  For my 

family and me, this has always been a public safety issue.  In the last 

decade, we have been vocal proponents for passing legislation that 

protects the public from dangerous dogs…holding their owners 

responsible.  It also protects the animal from their owner. 

 

We’ve been personally involved with exhaustive legal action with regards 

to protecting our neighbors from a chronic irresponsible dog owner in 

town.  Several of his dogs attacked residents and other dogs resulting in 

disfiguring bite wounds to many victims. 

 

This resident, and others like him in haddonfield, is the reason why it’s 

necessary to have an Irresponsible Dog Owner law on the books.  They 

need to be held legally liable instead of their dogs as in the case with 

most current animal control laws.  

 

As residents, we should expect and deserve to live peacefully, not in fear 

for our safety or that of our pets as posed by those who don’t properly 

care for or control their animals. 

 



 

 

Many of us here are also dog owners.  We all know that the vast majority 

of dogs are naturally friendly.  And when they are not, the responsibility for 

a dog’s viciousness usually rests with its owner. 

 

Because this type of law is aimed at repeat offenders of animal control 

laws, its focus is to ‘punish the deed, not the breed,’ and ‘put the 

responsibility on the other end of the leash where it belongs.’  An 

Irresponsible Dog Owner law is intended to identify and penalize 

chronically irresponsible dog owners, not their dogs. 

 

No matter the breed, a dog can present significant danger to one’s 

family, friends and community if the animal is mistreated, not properly 

cared for, and not appropriately socialized. 

 

The responsibility for the dog’s demeanor and actions must rest with the 

dog owner.  An inconsiderate or careless dog owner can lead to tragic 

even fatal consequences. 

 

It is our hope that more boroughs, cities, towns and townships throughout 

New Jersey and the national replicate your visionary action and enact 

similar legislation.” 

 

Commissioner Kasko thanked Ms. Hughes and Ms. Principato for their comments.  He 

also noted that there have been a few incidents in various neighborhoods.  In his 

opinion this ordinance will be helpful, although he hopes that it would rarely, if ever, be 

needed.  Commission Moscatelli stated that this is definitely a good idea and hopes 

that it will be a deterrent to those who don’t properly manage their dogs.  Mayor 

Rochford thanks the Borough Solicitor for his work and research on writing this 

ordinance.  He also stated that it is important to realize the Borough is not trying to take 

anyone’s pet.  We just want our residents to be safe. 

 

As there were no further questions or comments on this ordinance Commissioner Kasko 

made a motion to close the public hearing and adopt the ordinance on second 

reading.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Moscatelli and was approved 

unanimously by the Commissioners. 

 

Ordinance 2017-13 was introduced on first reading, which amends Chapter 135-65.1 for 

specific requirements within downtown zoning districts.  Mayor Rochford announced 

that the Public Hearing would be held at the next regularly scheduled Commissioner 

Meeting on January 23, 2018.  The Borough Solicitor then briefly explained that the 

ordinance deals with conditional uses for breweries, distilleries and winery salesroom in 

the downtown area.  As no questions were asked the Commissioners voted 

unanimously to approve the ordinance on first reading. 

 

Next, Ordinance 2017-14 was introduced on first reading, which amends Chapter 151 

entitled Outdoor Eating Facilities.  Again, Mayor Rochford announced that the Public 

Hearing would be held at the next regularly scheduled Commissioner Meeting on 

January 23, 2018.  The Borough Solicitor briefly explained that this amendment is to 

allow outdoor seating facilities for breweries, distilleries, and winery salesrooms.  As no 

questions were asked the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the ordinance 

on first reading. 

 

Once Resolution 2017-12-19-186 was introduced, which authorizes budget transfers, Mr. 

Lisiecki, Kings Highway West, noted that the year referenced within the resolution was 

incorrect.  As there were no further comments or questions the Commissioners voted 

unanimously to approve the corrected resolution. 

 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Kasko voted affirmatively 

to pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2017-12-19-187 Authorization to Cancel Various Capital Unexpended Appropriations 

2017-12-19-188 Authorization to Cancel Outstanding Checks 

2017-12-19-189 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 



 

 

2017-12-19-190 Authorization for Allowance of Certain Tax Deductions for new 

Veterans for Tax Year 2017 

2017-12-19-191 Authorization to Issue Checks – Fair Share Housing Estimated Refunds 

2017-12-19-192 Authorization to Appoint Fund Commissioners – Health Insurance Fund 

2017-12-19-193 Authorization to Appoint fund Commissioners – Joint Insurance Fund 

2017-12-19-194 Authorization to Approve Appointments - Various 

2017-12-19-195 authorization to Sign Professional Services Agreement for Borough 

Auditor – Bowman & Company 

2017-12-19-196 Authorization to Approve 2018 Meeting Schedule 

2017-12-19-197 Authorization to Sign a County Interlocal Services Agreement for 

Municipal Alliance Grant 

2017-12-19-198 Authorization to Approve Change Order No. 1 – Stiles Avenue Parking 

Lot Improvements 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion to amend the agenda to include Resolution 

No. 199 authorizing the Commissioners to sign an agreement in the State v. Taffet case.  

Commissioner Kasko seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously by 

the Commissioners.  Commissioner Moscatelli then read the following into the minutes 

as the wording for said resolution: 

 

“RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of 

Haddonfield, County of Camden, State of New Jersey, that the 

appropriate officials are authorized to sign an agreement between 

Robert & Michelle Taffet, Brian & Julie Hughes and the Borough of 

Haddonfield.” 

 

The Borough Solicitor stated that this should be amended to note that the agreement 

would be signed once a list of Livestock Guardian Dogs was included, which is 

referenced in the agreement.  Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion to approve the 

amendment to the resolution, which Commissioner Kasko seconded.  The motion was 

then approved unanimously 

 

Carrie DeFeo, W. Mt. Vernon Avenue, asked if the ordinance adopted earlier in the 

evening would be impacted by this agreement.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that 

the ordinance is precipitated by the incident leading to this agreement.   

 

As there were no further questions the Commissioners unanimously approved the 

resolution as amended. 

 

The Elizabeth Haddon School fourth graders in attendance were asked to stand and 

introduced themselves, as well as ask any questions they may have.  In attendance 

Emma LoCascio, Station Avenue; Olivia Budesa, Redman Avenue; Aqwaar Chinwalla, 

Homestead Avenue; Megan Farrell, Redman Avenue;Ella Foley, Marquis Road; Emma 

Lisiecki, Kings Highway West; Amina Lewbart, Station Avenue; and Liliana DeFeo, W. Mt. 

Vernon Avenue.  There were no questions asked until the Public Comment portion of 

the meeting was opened. 

 

Mayor Rochford opened the meeting for Public Comment. 

 

Miss Foley asked why the Commissioners were always saying “yes” during the voting.  

Commissioner Moscatelli explained that if a Commissioner feels strongly about 

something no being approved then he can vote no, but a majority of yes votes means 

that the resolution or ordinance would pass anyway. 

 

Insia Chinwalla, Homestead Avenue, asked what happens if someone votes no; is there 

a debate?  Mayor Rochford replied that if there is only one no vote, then the item will 

still be approved by the other two.  Commissioner Moscatelli explained that each of 

these items has already been discussed in a work session meeting.  Commissioner Kasko 

also explained that the Clerk must keep a record of the votes by each Commissioner. 

 

Miss Budesa asked each of the Commissioners why they wanted to be a Commissioner.  

Mayor Rochford replied that he grew up in Haddonfield and wanted to be able to give 

back to the community.  He stated that he likes to work with the other two 

Commissioners, as well as the employees.  He finished by stating that this is a special 



 

 

town.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that he has lived in town for 10 years and saw 

things that he felt should be changed and wanted to do something about it.  

Commissioner Kasko replied that he has always been interested in government and 

politics, so this was a natural fit for him. 

 

Mr. Chinwalla noted that there seems to be many robberies in town.  Mayor Rochford 

replied that there are some robberies and urged everyone to lock their doors to their 

homes and cars.  The Police Chief also advised everyone that if they see something 

suspicious they should report it. 

 

Brian Lisiecki commented on the inconsistency of sidewalks throughout town; on one 

side of the street versus another, in some places there are sidewalks in front of one 

house, but not the next.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that the sidewalks are 

generally in the right-of-way (ROW), but we require the homeowners to maintain them.  

We do have a Safe Routes to School program, which requires sidewalks in the areas 

where children walk to school.  The Borough has put sidewalks in those areas, 

sometimes to the disgruntlement of homeowners.  We do have a Sidewalk Inspector, 

but he is more lenient in the requirement for repairs due to the trees the Borough has in 

the park strips, which can cause issues with the sidewalks.  He finished by noting that this 

can be a thorny subject.  Mayor Rochford also noted that the Commissioners updated 

the sidewalk ordinance last year to require inspections when a home is sold.  This way 

repairs can be made at that time. 

 

Mr. Chinwalla asked if the Borough would be fixing the sidewalks on Homestead 

Avenue.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that sometime residents will fix the sidewalks 

on their own when they get really bad, but also advised that areas where there are 

issues can also be reported to the Inspector. 

 

Ms. Chinwalla stated that the streets after sundown, especially in the winter when it gets 

dark so early, can be very dark.  She questioned if something could be done about the 

street lamps.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that this was a valid issue, as well as an 

existing infrastructure problem.  Although, to increase the lighting we would need to 

install hundreds of new fixtures at taxpayer expense, which would most likely upset a 

large number of residents.  Balancing new infrastructure against tax costs is difficult.  Ms. 

Chinwalla suggested putting up less new fixtures that light better.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli suggested that if there are certain areas where it is darker she can let the 

borough know. 

 

Mayor Rochford wished everyone a Happy Holiday.  He also noted that First Night 

Buttons are still available and reminded everyone that the fireworks would be held at 

9:30 p.m. at the Central/Middle School. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 

 


